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St. Matthew Parish – Sacramental Preparation 2023-2024 

Sacrament of  Baptism:                                     

   Baptism Prep:  Last Saturday of  Every Month (10:00-11:00 am) 

   Celebration of  Baptism:  1st Saturday of  Every Month 10 am 

          &  3rd Sunday of  Every Month 12:30 pm 

Registration for First Reconciliation & First Holy Communion closes on Sept 30, 2023.    

Parent Information Meeting on Thurs, Oct 5, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. 

  

First Holy Communion (Grade 2 or Older):      

Jan 13   – Saturday – 10 am to 12 noon  

Jan 20   – Saturday – 10 am to 12 noon  

Jan 27   – Saturday – 10 am to 12 noon  

Feb  3   – Saturday – 10 am to 12 noon  

Feb 10 - Saturday – Confession & Walkthrough (Saturday 10 am)  

       Celebration on Feb 10 (Sat 5 pm Mass) or Feb 11 (Sun 9 or 11 am 

Confirmation (Grade 6 or Older):                         

Apr 20  – Saturday – 10 am to 12 noon  

Apr 27  – Saturday – 10 am to 12 noon  

May  4  – Saturday – 10 am to 12 noon  

May 11  – Saturday – 10 am to 2:30 pm (Retreat & Rehearsal) 

                       Celebration May 25 (Sat 1 pm Mass Confirmation Candidates & Invited Guests)   

RCIA (Adults)/ RCIC (Age 7 or older):   

Rite of  Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is for non-baptized people or 
people baptized in another Christian tradition to be welcomed into the Catholic 

Church.  It is also available for baptized people who have not celebrated Confirmation or      
Eucharist, or for any Catholic church member who wants to learn more about their faith.   

Rite of  Christian Initiation for Children (RCIC) is an adaptation of  the RCIA 
for children.   

*Registration for RCIA & RCIC closes on Sep 19, 2023. 

*Registration for Confirmation closes on Feb 2, 2024. 

*Parent Information Meeting on Thursday, Feb 8, 2024 at 7 pm  

First Reconciliation (Grade 2 or Older):                      

Oct 14   – Saturday – 10 am to 12 noon  

Oct 21   – Saturday – 10 am to 12 noon  

Oct 28   – Saturday – 10 am to 12 noon  

Nov  4   – Saturday – 10 am to 12 noon  

Celebration Nov 25 (Saturday: 10 am – 12 noon) 

St. Matthew Parish Office Hours:                     Holy Mass Times:                  Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Monday                   - Closed                 Tuesday - Saturday       9 am               Friday          6:15 - 6:45 pm 

Tuesday to Friday        - 9:30 -   1:30 pm     Saturday                                5 pm               Saturday       4:00 - 4:45 pm 

Saturday and Sunday   - 9:30 - 12:00 noon        Sunday                 9 & 11 am               Or by appointment          

Note:  Office staff are not available during Holy Mass times.                         Holy Hour:  Friday  6 - 7 pm 

 September 3, 2023                       22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Matthew Parish 
13131 - 86 Street NW,  Edmonton, AB  T5E 3B5 

Phone:  (780) 475-2888  
                          Email:  stmatthew.edm@caedm.ca 

Website:  www.stmatthew.caedm.ca    

 

Pastor:  Fr. Sathiaseelan Kulandaisamy, SDB 
Deacon:  Wayne Provencal 

         Pastoral Assistant:  Abigail Stevens 
 Administrative Assistant:  Eileen Lloyd 

My soul thirsts for you, O Lord my God. 

Todayôs Gospel is linked to last Sundayôs.  After Peter, on behalf of the other disciples also, has professed his 
faith in Jesus as Messiah and Son of God, Jesus begins to speak to them about His Passion.  Along the path to 
Jerusalem, He openly explains to His friends what awaits Him at the end in the Holy City:  He foretells the    
mystery of His death and Resurrection, of His humiliation and glory.  He says He will have to ñsuffer many 
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raisedò.  His words 
are not understood, because the disciples have a faith that is still immature and too closely tied to the mentality of 
this world (Rom 12:2).  They think of too earthly a victory, and do not understand the language of the cross. 

At the prospect that Jesus may fail and die on the cross, Peter himself resists and says to Him: ñGod forbid, 
Lord!  This shall never happen to you!ò  He believes in Jesus - he wants to follow Him, but does not accept that 
His glory will pass through the Passion.  For Peter and the other disciples - but for us too! - the cross is a      
stumbling block, a óhindranceô, whereas Jesus considers the óhindranceô escaping the cross, which would mean 
avoiding the Fatherôs will, the mission that the Father has entrusted to Him for our salvation.  For this reason  
Jesus responds to Peter: ñGet behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me; for you are not on the side of God, 
but of menò.  Ten minutes earlier, Jesus praised Peter, He promised him he would be the base of His Church, its 
foundation; ten minutes later He says to him, ñSatanò.  How can this be understood?  It happens to us all!  In  
moments of devotion, fervor, good will, closeness to our neighbor, we look at Jesus and we go forward; but in 
moments in which we approach the cross, we flee.  The devil, Satan - as Jesus says to Peter - tempts us.  It  is 
typical of the evil spirit, typical of the devil to make us stray from the cross, from the cross of Jesus. 

Addressing everyone then, Jesus adds: ñIf any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow meò.  In this way He indicates the way of the true disciple, showing two attitudes.  The first is 
óto renounce oneselfô, which does not mean a superficial change, but a conversion, a reversal of mentality and of 
values.  The other attitude is that of taking up oneôs own cross.  It is not just a matter of patiently enduring daily 
tribulations, but of bearing with faith and responsibility that part of toil, and that part of suffering that the     
struggle against evil entails.  The life of Christians is always a struggle.  The Bible says that the life of Christians 
is a military undertaking:  fighting against the evil spirit, fighting against Evil.  Thus the task of ñtaking up the 
crossò becomes participating with Christ in the salvation of the world.  Considering this, we allow the cross 
hanging on the wall at home, or the little one we wear around our neck, to be a sign of our wish to be united with 
Christ in lovingly serving our brothers and sisters, especially the littlest and most fragile.  The cross is the holy 
sign of Godôs Love, a sign of Jesusô Sacrifice, and is not to be reduced to a superstitious object or an ornamental 
necklace.  Each time we fix our gaze on the image of Christ crucified, let us contemplate that He, as the true 
Servant of the Lord, has accomplished His mission, giving life, spilling His blood for the pardoning of sins.  Let 
us not allow ourselves to be drawn to the other side by the temptation of the Evil One.  As a result, if we want to 
be his disciples, we are called to imitate him, expending our life unreservedly out of love of God and neighbor. 

                                                                   (c) Pope Francis, https://catholicsstrivingforholiness.org 

https://catholicsstrivingforholiness.org


CHURCH COLLECTION:   ό!ǳƎǳǎǘ нфΣ нлноύ  

/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎκ[ƻƻǎŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ   Ϸ  оΣотлΦлл 
¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ²Ŝ {ŜǊǾŜ                               рΦлл 
Iƻƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ό!ǳƎύ            нлрΦмр 
                                        ¢ƻǘŀƭ    Ϸ   оΣрулΦмр 

September 4, 2023 to September 10, 2023                             

{ŜǇ     р       фΥлл ŀƳ    CǊΦ {ŀǘƘƛŀ ό{Lύ 

{ŜǇ     с       фΥлл ŀƳ    wŀǾƛ ϧ bƛǊƳŀƭƛŜ 5Ŝ {ƛƭǾŀ ό{Lύ 

{ŜǇ     т       фΥлл ŀƳ    WƻƘƴ aŀǊǝƴ ό{Lύ  

{ŜǇ     у       фΥлл ŀƳ    Ҍ wǳǘƘ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ                                   

{ŜǇ     ф       фΥлл ŀƳ    Ҍ WƻǎŜǇƘ IǿƻƴƎ            

          рΥлл ǇƳ    5ȊƛŜǊȊŜŎƪƛ CŀƳƛƭȅ - ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ 

{ŜǇ  мл       фΥлл ŀƳ     Ҍ !ƭōƛƴŀ {ǳǊƻǾȅ 

                  ммΥлл ŀƳ    Ҍ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ϧ ¢ƘŜǊŜǎŜ [ƛǇ 

 

Request for Prayers             

aŀȅ ƻǳǊ ǎƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎ ŬƴŘ 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ  ƛƴ  WŜǎǳǎ 

 ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ CŀƳƛƭȅΦ  

Let us pray for: 
 

!ǊǳƭŀƳƳŀƭ ϧ YǳƭŀƴŘŀƛǎŀƳȅΣ DŜǊǊȅ .ŀƭǳȅƻǘΣ Dǳȅ .ŜǊƎŜǾƛƴΣ 
!ƴŘǊŜ .ƭŀƴŎƘŜǧŜΣ wƛǘŀ /ŀǊǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ /ƻƭƭŜǧŜ /ƘƛŜŎƻΣ 9ŘŘȅ 
5ŀŜƭƳŀƴΣ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ 5ƛƎƎƛƴǎΣ WŀŎƪƛŜ CŀƛǊǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ 5ŜŀƴƴŜ CŀƭƭǳΣ 
aŀǊȅ IŀǊŀǎƛƳƛǳƪΣ [ƻǊŜǧŀ IŜƛƪŜƭΣ ±ƛǘƻ IǊǾŀǝƴΣ ±ƛŎ 
[ŜŦŜōǾǊŜΣ WƻƘƴ aŀŎƘŀŘƻΣ !ƴƴ aŀǊŎǳǎΣ  ¢ŜŘ aŀǊƪƻΣ WƻƘƴ 
aŀǊǝƴΣ wŜƳƛ aŀǊǝƴŜŀǳΣ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ aŎYƛƴƴƻƴΣ Dŀƛƭ 
aŎ[ŜƻŘΣ DƻǊŘƻƴ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΣ wŀŦŀŜƭ tƛƴƎŀƭΣ 9Ř {ŎƘŀŀŦΣ 9ǾŜƭȅƴ 
{ƛƳΣ {ǳǎŀƴ {ǳƭƛǘΣ 5ŀǿƴ ¢ŜǊƴŜǎΣ WƻŀƴƴŜ ¢ƘƻƳǎŜƴΣ wƻōŜǊǘ 
¢ǳōŀƴŀΣ !ƴƴŜǧŜ ²ŀǎƪǳƭΣ !ƎƴŜǎ ²ƻƴƎΦ 

If you have an update to the list, please contact the Office. 
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Important Announcements  

ELECTRICIAN NEEDED: We are looking 
for a licensed electrician to install the electrical 
outlets needed for the new Audio Visual     
equipment in the church this fall.  If you would 
be willing to donate your time, or provide a    
special rate for your time, please contact Gary 
Friedel at 780-482-0992 for details of the work. 

      

LIVE-IN CAREGIVER WANTED 
Responsibilities:  Provide all personal care, some medical 
care, feeding and companionship.   
Work: repetitive tasks, bending, crouching, kneeling, etc.  
Wages: $21.91/hr for 30 hrs week/120 hrs month 
Qualifications:  English and Gr 12.  More consideration 
to those with experience. 
Resumes: E-mail to Ryan at popdad79@gmail.com.   
Location:  85 St & 134A Ave   Company:  Ryan Cyr  
Work Setting:  Ryan’s Home    Permanent position 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION: 

ß Schedule for 2023-2024 is on Page 4. 
ß Registration Forms, and more information for 

all Sacramental Preparation, are available in the 
Parish Office.    
ß Volunteers - If you would like to volunteer to assist in 

Sacramental Preparation, kindly contact the office.  

Baptism:    
ß Next Baptism Celebration Date: 
     Saturday, September 2 at 10 am 

ß Next Baptism Preparation Date:                                                                                                   
     Saturday, September 23 at 10 am 

First Reconciliation & First Holy Communion:  
Grade 2 & older:  Deadline to Register:  Sat, Sep 30. 

Sacrament of Confirmation:  Grade 6 & older.   
Registering early helps for planning purposes. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8: 

ß Masses at Dickensfield are usually held the     
second Friday of each month.  Our next Mass at 
Dickensfield will be held on Fri, Sep 8, 10:30 am.  
If there are any newcomers who would like to   
volunteer to bring the residents to the auditorium, 
they may contact Judy Darbyson at 780-476-2457.  
Volunteers are to be at Dickensfield by 10 am. 

ß Friday Weekday Mass at 9 am.  Masses at    
Dickensfield do not affect our regular weekday 
Mass schedule at the Parish.  There will                                                                                     
still be a 9 am Mass on Fri, Sep 8 at the Parish. 

ß Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary - Friday, September 8.  To honor this   
special day, a Rosary Service will be held at 8:30 am, 
followed by Mass at 9 am.  Everyone is invited and 
encouraged to attend! 

SOCIAL EVENTS: 
ß Pancake Breakfasts will begin again on the 2nd 

Sunday of each month.  Next one is on Sep 10th 
after the 9 am Mass (11 am Mass attendees may 
come at 9:45 am).  $7/person or $20/family.   
Everyone Welcome!  Proceeds go to the Parish. 

ß Hospitality will begin again Sep 17th after the     
9 am and 11 am Sunday Masses.  All are welcome 
to stay for fellowship, refreshments & snacks. 
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Six Helpful Back-to-School Tips 

1. Create a bedtime routine.   

2. Read with your child.  Literacy helps children develop social-emotional-language 
skills and promotes healthy brain development.  Students will read new books with their 
teachers, but also encourage them to read independently.  Consider a family trip to the 

public library and encourage your child to read one new book per week.  Reading also can be a part of your 
childôs bedtime routine and as an important way to learn more about our Catholic faith.  Religious books,    
Bible stories, and books about the lives of saints can help to integrate faith into their education.  According to 
the Second Vatican Councilôs Dogmatic Constitution on the Church:  ñThe family is the domestic church.ò  
Begin your childôs Catholic library, or visit USCCBôs website for ñTools For Building a Domestic Church.ò  

3. Spend time together.  A great oppor tunity to incorporate a prayer  routine into your  childôs life is on 
the way to school or during family meals.  No matter how busy schedules become, make it a priority to spend 
time and meals together, as it will inspire talking to one other about the dayôs events.  According to Harvard 
University óFamily Dinner Projectô, eating meals as a family benefits your child emotionally, psychologically, 
and academically.  There are plenty of opportunities to spend time together, either by relaxing together at 
home or enjoying family hobbies together.  You can also make quality time out of your errands and chores.   

4. Attend Mass weekly.  Between school, sports, and other  extracurr icular  events, you may find that 
your family is stretched for time on the weekends.  However, it is important to make time for Mass for you 
and your child.  The prayers and Gospel readings at Mass each week will help to reinforce the lessons your 
child is learning in Catholic school.  As you discuss the Gospel readings and homilies from the Mass with 
your child, they will learn about important coping skills and moral lessons that can be applied to real life      
situations on the playground and in the classroom.  More than any other incentive, keeping the Sabbath holy 
and spending an hour celebrating our faith during Mass is the greatest spiritual gift you can give to your child. 

5. Pray together.  ñFamilies face incredible challenges each day.  The beginning of the new school year    
provides families with a great opportunity to incorporate faith and prayer into daily family routine as we     
prepare and plan for the first day of class.  Prayer-centered living brings peace and joy to our hearts, our 
homes, and our schools!ò said Joanne DePasquale-Parent, the Associate Director of Adult and Family Faith 
Formation at the Archdiocese of Newark.  As your child goes back to school, you should take time to pray  
together for their success.  Establishing a prayer routine with your child will help them become comfortable 
with talking to God and teach them that He is always there for them.  In times of stress or trouble, your child 
will know the vital role of prayer.  Prayer also helps bond families in their faith journeys.   

6. Attend events at your local parish.  According to the RAND Center for Social and Emotional Learning 
Research, social-emotional learning is just as important for your child as academic learning.  Research has 
correlated social-emotional learning with ñparticipation in postsecondary education, success in the workforce, 
civic engagement, and personal well-being.ò  While 
school provides many great social opportunities, it is 
important for children to be exposed to a variety of   
social settings and extracurricular opportunities.  
Your  local parish provides a variety of events for 
families and youth that foster community and social 
interaction.  Be sure to check out your local parishôs 
Childrenôs   Liturgy and Youth Ministry programs.              

                                          (c) https://jerseycatholic.org 

ST. JOSEPH & THE ANGELS 2020 
Religious Gifts, Books, Rosaries, Medals,  

Crucifixes, Pendants & Special Orders 
Your one-stop shopping for all your religious items 

Including First Communion and Baptismal Dresses 
Janet MacLellan 

Unit 130A Westmount Shopping Centre 
Groat Road & 111 Avenue  Edmonton AB  T5M 3L7 
780-913-1360 or maclellan.janet1@gmail.com 

ROMA FLOWERS & GIFTS 
FlORAl EXPRESSIONS 

¬ANYTIME,  ANYWHERE  . . .  FOR  EVERY  REASONº 

ElSiE MORElli  µ  (780) 476-9335 

ROMAFLOWERS.CA 
13624 - 82 ST. µ   Edmonton, AB µ  T5E 2V4 

ROMA±OWERS@SHAW.CA     Toll FREE:  877-286-7662 

                       Hair By Lina         

          Professional In-Home Salon 

                                    8304 - 141 Avenue        

                             Email:  linafiorino@shaw.ca                

Home:  780-476-5071    Cell:  780-691-3965 

       By Appointment Only 

Ladies Haircut:  $20.00,   Men’s:  $10.00,   +GST 

mailto:popdad79@gmail.com
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/parents/tools-for-building-a-domestic-church
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news-tags/family-dinner-project
https://www.rand.org/education-and-labor/centers/sel.html
https://www.rand.org/education-and-labor/centers/sel.html
https://jerseycatholic.org
mailto:maclellan.janet1@gmail.com
ROMAFLOWERS.CA
mailto:ROMAflOWERS@SHAW.CA
mailto:linafiorino@shaw.ca

